TOWARDS QUALITY, COMPREHENSIVENESS AND EXCELLENCY: THE ACCREDITATION PROJECT OF THE ORGANISATION OF EUROPEAN CANCER INSTITUTES (OECI) 
Background and Vision of the Accreditation Programme
The OECI launched the Accreditation Programme to fulfil its goals:
- to provide cancer patients within Europe equal accesses to high quality of cancer care and overcome the current differences in access to diagnostics, treatment and therapeutic outcomes that patients experience in different parts of Europe
- to help European cancer institutes implement a quality system for oncology care using the OECI standards and peer review system
- to foster and accelerate improvements in translational cancer research
Most quality assessment programmes are part of regulatory measures that are imposed by an external authority and are usually compulsory. In contrast, we have developed the OECI quality assessment programme as a supportive voluntary measure for cancer centres. 
It has been designed and developed internally by people from cancer centres. Peer review is performed by experts from cancer centres and visits are chaired by a director of an OECI cancer centre.
The Organisation of European Cancer Institutes (OECI), coordinating more than 70 European cancer institutes, recently

developed an original program for voluntary accreditation of excellence of cancer centers (4), accreditation now received by 22

European Institutions. In Italy, the Comprehensive Cancer Centers, characterized by translational research activities and multidisciplinary

organization, are recognized by the Ministry of Health of Italian Government as oncologic Istituti di Ricovero e Cura

a Carattere Scientifico (IRCCS). In 2010, the Ministry of Health supported a challenging project aiming to verify the applicability

of the OECI model for accreditation of excellence to all oncologic IRCCS aggregated in the national network Alleanza Contro il

Cancro (5). The projects ended in November 2015 with the certification of all the Institutes, thus characterizing Italy as the only

European nation applying a tailored cancer model for accreditation to excellence to all its cancer institutes in a country-wide

reality.
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